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CINCINNATI PUBLIC AND MILFORD SCHOOLS RECEIVE $1.1 MILLION GRANT
Partnership for Innovation in Education and Smarter Schools to implement case-based experiential 

STEM curricula
 
CINCINNATI, Dec. 20 -- Cincinnati Public Schools (CPS) and Milford Exempted Village School District have received a $1.1 
million grant from the Ohio Department of Education’s $250 million Straight A Fund to work with the Partnership for Innovation 
and Education and Smarter Schools to advance and replicate a promising case-based method of teaching STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) at the public school level. The grants were approved Dec. 16 by the State of Ohio Controlling Board.
 
The grant proposal, one of only 24 awarded by the Straight A fund, also develops a scalable and sustainable model to increase STEM 
efficacy in Ohio classrooms.
 
CPS and Milford will work with PIE, Smarter Schools and two other partners to implement the innovative STEM program in six 
Milford elementary schools and 12 CPS schools. (Please see list at end of this release).
 
The grant proposal is designed to help address a shortage of students pursuing STEM careers. In the future, Ohio’s job base will 
require science, technology, engineering and math skills; 90% of those will require postsecondary education. Currently, only 19 out of 
every 100 bachelor’s degrees are in STEM fields. Researchers seek to harness the natural experimentation and curiosity of elementary 
school students to generate early interest in pursuing STEM fields.
 
The grant proposal builds from a project piloted last year at CPS’ Kilgour Elementary, in which teachers worked with PIE to develop 
a case-based, vertically integrated curriculum. It featured the development and application of critical thinking skills using authentic 
STEM content and aided by technology. The case method places the student in a decision-making role. Case facts and context are 
presented but the student must actively pursue a solution. At Kilgour, students reviewed relevant facts, figures and data, and learned 
about the product life cycle, SWOT analysis, and the “5Ps” of marketing. To apply these concepts, they developed an accompanying 
“app” and became the first public elementary school to launch an app available globally via the Google Android Store. Every $0.99 
download of the “Cash Cow Lemon Smash™” app provides revenue to Cincinnati Public Schools.
 
Also included in the consortium are the Mayerson Academy and the Northern Kentucky University Center for Applied Informatics.
 
A total of 24 grants were recommended on Dec. 6 for a total of $88.6 million in funding by the Straight A Fund Governing Board 
after a rigorous screening process of 570 applications. Each application was rated by independent scorers to determine if the idea was 
fiscally sustainable, innovative, and had substantial value and lasting impact.
 
“There was tremendous competition to receive a Straight A grant,” said Dr. Richard A. Ross, superintendent of public instruction. “All 
of Ohio will look to the winning proposals for ideas to reduce costs and transform learning in our state.”
 
A list of applicants recommended for a Straight A Fund grant can be viewed here.
 
Information about the Straight A Fund can be viewed here.
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About PIE: Recognized as the first elementary school program in the U.S. to incorporate business, education and app development 
technology in the classroom, PIE programs offer real world, critical thinking skills embedded within an approved STEM Core 
Curriculum program - with the added benefit of earning revenue for school districts. PIE connects stakeholders to promote positive 
change within neighborhoods and urban communities. Founded in 2009 by Mary Schlueter, PIE transforms partnerships into 21st 
century learning for students, while providing high-quality, workforce opportunities for the community. www.piemedia.org
 
About Smarter Schools: Smarter Schools is a non-profit created in 2013 to focus on improving efficiency and effectiveness in 
education. The Cincinnati-based organization is led by veteran education architect Andrew Benson.
 
Begin solving tomorrow’s challenges today.
 
QUOTES:
“I’m extremely excited about this opportunity to engage our students’ creativity in real-world problem-solving while building the 
STEM skills that are so valuable in the 21st century economy.” - Mary Ronan, superintendent of Cincinnati Public Schools
 
“The Straight A grant will provide the opportunity for Milford and Cincinnati Schools to collaborate with leading educational experts 
that will work together with our administration, teachers, and sixth-grade students with strategies to increase interest and achievement 
in science. We are very excited about having a chance to collaborate to help motivate our students to pursue STEM career pathways.” 
-Robert Farrell, PhD, superintendent Milford Exempted Village School District
 
“We want this project to be helpful not only to the 18 schools in the program but also to others who can learn from what we are doing 
here.” - Andrew Benson, executive director of Smarter Schools
 
“The partnership with PIE and Smarter Schools is a win-win for the College of Informatics. Our students get tremendous and 
innovative learning opportunities at the same time as helping advance the STEM disciplines in local school systems” - Kevin Kirby, 
PhD, dean of the NKU College of Informatics 
 
“Mayerson Academy is very excited to partner with PIE to provide professional development in implementing case-based teaching 
of STEM to teachers in twelve Cincinnati Public Schools and 6 Milford Public Schools. It is often said that children love science 
until they go to school.  PIE, with the help of the Straight A Fund grant, will change that mindset. We are pleased to be a part of this 
endeavor that is so important to our country’s future.”  - Kathleen Ware, president of Mayerson 
 
“PIE is thrilled that our program with Milford and Cincinnati was awarded a Straight A Innovation Grant. Our innovative, hands-on 
STEM curriculum allows students to experience and apply the concepts they have learned. They apply concepts taught in science, 
technology, engineering and math, and learn to adapt to a constantly changing and competitive global marketplace.”   - Mary Welsh 
Schlueter, PIE chief executive
 
SCHOOLS INVOLVED
Twelve CPS Schools: School for Creative and Performing Arts, Rothenberg Preparatory Academy,  Rockdale Academy Elementary 
School, Aiken College and Career High School, James N. Gamble Montessori High School, Clark Montessori High School, Pleasant 
Ridge Montessori School, Kilgour Elementary School, Academy for Multilingual Immersion Studies, Sands Montessori, Hughes 
STEM High School, Hyde Park School.
 
Six Milford Schools: Meadowview Elementary, McCormick Elementary, Mulberry Elementary, Pattison Elementary, Seipelt 
Elementary, Boyd E. Smith Elementary.


