
 
President Lucas and members of the board: 
 
I want to share several highlights from the past month: 
 
Cincy Magazine sponsors an annual Best of the East contest, a 
celebration and competition between the top establishments from 
the East Side.  Our Preschool earned the Best of the East honor in the 
preschool category. Congratulations to our director Mrs. Minna Espy, 
and our teachers and staff who help our littlest Eagles learn to soar. 
*********************** 
On Wednesday, all of our buildings surprised their teacher of the 
year and classified staff member of the year with the news that they 
are the 2018 honorees.  All honorees and retirees will be honored at 
the annual Milford Miami Township Chamber of Commerce Dinner 
of Excellence on April 25 at the Oasis.  
 
************ 
The district has initiated work on its Portrait of a Graduate to define 
the community’s expectations for what knowledge, skills, mindsets, 
and literacies its graduates need to be lifelong learners and 
contributors in a 21st century world. We are working with a 
broad-based Design Team to craft our vision for student success.  
 
The Design Team includes student, parent, educator, business, and 
other community perspectives.  The Portrait process will unfold over 
several months and be completed by summer. 

 
The recommended Portrait of a Graduate from the Design Team will 
be shared with the community for input in the summer, prior to 
being finalized.  This work will inform the district’s new strategic 
plan. 

 



We will communicate more information as the process unfolds and 
feedback is collected. 
 
*************** 
The high school student council and Teaching Professions class 
organized a fund-drive for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. The 
goal was to collect $2,000 and as of yesterday over $4,500  will be 
donated to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society for the state-wide 
Educators Rising Service Project.  
 
 
****** 
In the fall, we conducted our first Thought Exchange, and we have 
shared the results of the first Thought Exchange with the 700+ 
people who participated.  We will be doing our second Thought 
Exchange in April with members of our senior class to obtain their 
thoughts and feedback about their school experiences. 
 
***** 
 
Hope Squad® is a school-based peer support program that empowers 
selected students to take action to improve the school environment. 
Our high school has been preparing since December for an August 
launch of Hope Squad. Our advisors are currently being trained.  
 
What are home squads? 
Hope Squads are comprised of students who are trained to watch for 
at-risk students–provide friendship, identify warning signs, and seek 
help from adults. Hope Squad advisors train students who have been 
identified by their classmates as trustworthy peers to serve as Hope 
Squad members. Through evidence-based training modules, Hope 
Squad members are empowered to seek help and save a life. Hope 
Squad members are NOT taught to act as counselors, but rather, are 



educated on how to recognize signs of suicide contemplation, and 
how to properly and respectfully report this to an adult. 
 
************ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


