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Registration for the all-day kindergarten lottery wrapped up on Monday.  
We currently have 210 children registered for the all-day program, up from 
190 last year at this time. There will be two sections of all-day kindergarten 
classes at Pattison, McCormick, and Seipelt.  The class at Seipelt has 
space for the students who were closed out of the lottery at Meadowview, 
Mulberry, and Smith Elementaries.  Unfortunately, transportation cannot be 
provided to intra-district students.  
*********************** 
I had the opportunity to be a Mystery Reader in one of our Preschool 
classes this week.  Many of our administrators have been a Mystery 
Reader this year.  Board members, the Preschool would love for you to be 
a Mystery Reader. 
************ 
Junior high principal Dr. Dunn and counselors have met with all of our 
incoming 6th-grade students and their parents to begin the transition to the 
junior high and welcome to 7th grade.  Likewise, Ninth Grade Community 
principal Adam Reed and Mrs. Corbin, NGC counselor, have been meeting 
with grade 8 students and their parents to begin the transition process to 
the high school.  There was also a separate welcome meeting for students 
and parents coming from private and parochial schools. 
*************** 
Our high school Incubator students (entrepreneurship class) have 
presented their first pitches to a panel of judges. A few of the products 
pitched were CenterPerfect -- a tool used to center clay on a wheel saving 
time and frustration starting the ceramic process. FreshStart -- an app to 
help college freshman find roommates. Universal Crevice Cleaner -- 
attachment used to clean the interiors of cars -- can work on any vacuum. 
And the Siberian Sleeve -- a recovery sleeve for athletes for icing with 
better fit and mobility. 
 
 



****** 
It’s not new information that after three years of fundraising and then 
waiting, the high school autism behavior class has been paired with their 
service dog, Buffy.  The teacher, Trena Panko, has been in training all 
week in Xenia Ohio.  I talked with Trena on Saturday, and she is so excited 
to have the years of preparation come to fruition. This is the first time that 4 
Paws for Ability has placed an Autism Assistance Facility dog with a school 
classroom.  
 
***** 
 
The high school drama production of Curtains was exceptionally 
entertaining. 43 students were in the production plus stage and crew 
members, which is quite a large cast for a high school production.  The 
next production will be Little Women April 12 through the 14. 
 
************ 
 
Here at Meadowview Elementary, the 2nd-grade classes recently 
completed a project that connected kindness and mathematics. The 
students collected 430 pet items and donated the items to LUV4MUTTS 
and the Clermont County Rescue Animal Shelter. During the collection 
period, classes counted and created data charts with the information. What 
a great way to apply mathematical practices. 
 
********** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Boyd E. Smith Elementary third graders recently began their study of 
seasonal change by making and recording observations of the maple trees 
on campus.  The students charted and collected sap amounts from tree 



tapping, drew conclusions from the data, and ultimately were able to see 
their collected sap condensed into maple syrup.  The students also 
incorporated elements of math measurement and the study of evaporation 
into the project.  What a wonderful and delicious hands-on experimental 
process that made effective use of our property's natural resources and 
nature trail. 
 
******* 
 
Pattison Elementary has a brand new STEAM Club! Students in grades 3 - 
6 are integrating Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math with 
challenging and engaging activities. Currently, students are working on 
entries for NASA's OPSPARC competition, in which students research 
NASA spinoffs and then create their own spinoff of an everyday object. 
OPTIMUS PRIME is asking students to "Be the Spark" and help humankind 
by raising awareness of the benefits that NASA technologies contribute to 
our daily lives by participating in the NASA OPTIMUS PRIME Spinoff 
Promotion and Research Challenge (OPSPARC).Local engineer, Julie 
Cromwell, is lending her expertise to this new club and facilitating a field 
trip to the University of Cincinnati in May. 
 
**** 
 
The first week of February, Mulberry Elementary held its 6th annual 
Science Fair. Over 30 students in grades four through six showcased their 
talents in Science. During the event, the First Lego League Club and the 
Milford Robotics team presented some of the STEM projects they are 
currently working on.  
 
******* 
 
 
At Seipelt Elementary, the PTA sponsored several Cincinnati Zoo 
Educational Programs. The Big Cat Ambassador Program visited 5th and 
6th grade, Zoo on the Move visited the kindergarten classes, and the 3rd-



grade classes are participating in the Inquiry 101 program in which 
students learn the Quest model to find answers to their questions.  
 
***** 
 
At McCormick, one of the kindergarten teachers sponsors a school holiday 
club that celebrates a season with crafts and song.  This month, the 
students made valentines and prepared a song during their meetings.  On 
Tuesday with the help of parents and Miami Township Police Officer Kevin 
Petrocelli, the club walked to the Magnolia Springs Care Center where they 
interacted with residents, passed out valentines, and sang for them.  What 
great gifts the McCormick kindergarten students gave their elders! 
 
************** 
 
The elementary theme: STEM, STEAM, and Service! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


